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NO. ____________________ 

 

HOMER HANCOCK, INDIVIDUALLY 

AND AS NEXT FRIEND OF 

BRAXLYNN SAGE HANCOCK, 

§ 

§ 

§ 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 

DECEASED, 

Plaintiff, 

§ 

§ 

 

 §  

V.  § ______ JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

 §  

TAYLOR MORTON PARKER AND  

WADE GRIFFIN, 

§ 

§ 

 

Defendants. § OF BOWIE COUNTY, TEXAS 

 

 PLAINTIFF'S ORIGINAL PETITION 

 

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT: 

 

NOW COMES, Plaintiff Homer Hancock, Individually and as Next Friend of Braxlynn 

Sage Hancock, deceased, complaining of and about Defendant Taylor Morton Parker and 

Defendant Wade Griffin, and for cause of action shows unto the Court the following: 

 DISCOVERY CONTROL PLAN LEVEL 

1. Plaintiff intends that discovery be conducted under Discovery Level 2. 

 PARTIES AND SERVICE 

 2. Plaintiff Homer Hancock (“Plaintiff”), an Individual, and the father of and Next 

Friend of Braxlynn Sage Hancock, deceased (“Baby Hancock”), who resides in Bowie County, 

Texas. 

 3. Defendant Taylor Morton Parker (“Defendant Parker”), an Individual, is a resident 

of Texas and may be served with process at Bi-State Justice Building. Service of Defendant Parker 

as described above can be effected by personal delivery. 

 4. Defendant Wade Griffin (“Defendant Griffin”), an Individual, is a resident of Texas 

and may be served with process at his residence in Bowie County, Texas. Service of Defendant 
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Griffin as described above can be effected by personal delivery.   

 JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

5. The subject matter in controversy is within the jurisdictional limits of this court. 

 6. This court has jurisdiction over the parties because Defendant Parker and Defendant 

Griffin are Texas residents. 

 7. Venue in Bowie County is proper in this cause under Section 15.002(a)(1) of the 

Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code because all or a substantial part of the events or omissions 

giving rise to this lawsuit occurred in this county. 

 FACTS 

 8. On or about October 9, 2020, Defendant Parker, drove to Plaintiff’s home in New 

Boston, Texas in Defendant Griffin’s 2009 Toyota Corolla vehicle, killed Plaintiff’s wife, Reagan 

Simmons Hancock, and cut Baby Hancock from Reagan’s body. Defendant Parker then took Baby 

Hancock, who the jury in Bowie County has determined was still alive and fled the scene in 

Defendant Griffin’s vehicle toward Oklahoma. Defendant Parker was eventually stopped for 

speeding and driving erratically by a Texas State Trooper who, upon approaching the vehicle, 

reportedly observed Baby Hancock on Defendant Parker’s lap. Baby Hancock was later 

pronounced dead. The vehicle driven by Defendant Parker at all times during the occurrences 

above was a registered to Defendant Parker’s boyfriend, Defendant Griffin.  

COUNT I - NEGLIGENCE CLAIM AGAINST DEFENDANT PARKER 

 

9. Plaintiff incorporates the preceding paragraphs above by reference as if fully stated 

herein. 

10. Defendant Parker had a duty to exercise the degree of care that a reasonably careful 

person would use to avoid harm to others under circumstances like those described herein. 



______________________________________________________________________________ 
Plaintiff’s Original Petition  Page 3 

Homer Hancock, Individually and as Next Friend of Braxlynn Sage Hancock v. Taylor Morton Parker, et al  

11. Baby Hancock’s injuries were proximately caused by Defendant Parker’s 

negligent, careless, and reckless disregard of said duty while driving a vehicle upon the roadway. 

12. The negligent, careless, and reckless disregard of duty of Defendant Parker while 

operating a motor vehicle included but is not limited to the following acts and omissions: 

 A. Defendant Parker failed to keep a proper lookout for Baby Hancock’s safety 

that would have been maintained by a person of ordinary prudence under 

the same or similar circumstances; 

 

 B. Defendant Parker failed to stay in the proper lane instead driving recklessly 

upon the roadway, swerving and driving left of center, narrowly avoiding a 

collision with another vehicle; 

 

 C. Defendant Parker failed to control the speed of the vehicle upon the 

roadway driving at speeds greater than is reasonable and prudent under the 

circumstances; and/or 

 

 D. Defendant Parker failed to keep her vehicle under proper control and 

operate it in a safe manner upon the roadway. 

 

13. Defendant Parker’s negligence, carelessness, and recklessness while driving a 

vehicle upon the roadway, proximately caused Baby Hancock’s injuries which resulted in the death 

of Baby Hancock.  

14. Therefore, Defendant Parker is liable for damages within the jurisdictional limits 

of this Court arising from the injuries that subsequently caused Baby Hancock’s death.  

COUNT II - WRONGFUL DEATH CLAIM AGAINST DEFENDANT PARKER 

 

15. Plaintiff incorporates the preceding paragraphs above by reference as if fully stated 

herein. 

16. Plaintiff is the surviving parent of Baby Hancock. 

17. Defendant Parker’s breach of her owed a duty to Baby Hancock proximately caused 

Baby Hancock’s death. 

18. Defendant Parker’s wrongful act, neglect, negligence, carelessness, and 
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recklessness while driving a vehicle upon the roadway, was a producing cause of Baby Hancock’s 

death.  

19. Therefore, Defendant Parker is liable for damages within the jurisdictional limits 

of this Court arising from the injuries that subsequently caused Baby Hancock’s death.  

 COUNT III - NEGLIGENT ENTRUSTMENT CLAIM AGAINST WADE GRIFFIN 

 

20. Plaintiff incorporates the preceding paragraphs above by reference as if fully stated 

herein. 

21. On October 9, 2020, Defendant Griffin was the registered owner of the vehicle 

operated by Defendant Parker. 

22. Defendant Griffin entrusted the vehicle to Defendant Parker who he knew to be a 

reckless and incompetent driver, who used his vehicle to engage in tortious acts, who used his 

vehicle to flee the scene of a crime while speeding and driving recklessly upon the roadway, and 

proximately causing the death of Baby Hancock. 

23. Defendant Griffin has testified that prior to permitting Parker the use of his vehicle 

was a “liar”; to be unstable; he described as engaged in an “emotional rollercoaster”; that resulted 

in him “not functioning well at work”; and being “depressed and overwhelmed”.  Defendant 

Griffin knew, or through the exercise of reasonable care should have known, that Defendant Parker 

was a reckless and incompetent driver prior to permitting her to operate his vehicle.   

24. As described herein, Defendant Parker was negligent, careless, and reckless while 

driving Defendant Griffin’s vehicle upon the roadway on the occasion in question. 

25. Defendant Parker’s negligence was the proximate cause of Plaintiff’s damages and 

is thereby imputed to Defendant Griffin as the registered owner of the vehicle, having entrusted 

the vehicle to Defendant Parker. 
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DAMAGES  

 

26. As a direct and proximate result of the occurrence made the basis of this lawsuit, 

Plaintiff Homer Hancock, Individually and as Next Friend of Braxlynn Sage Hancock, deceased, 

was caused to suffer damages within the jurisdictional limits of this Court to which Plaintiff is 

entitled:  

 A. Economic damages: 

i. Funeral costs and other out of pocket expenses; and 

ii. Loss of services. 

 

 B. Non-economic damages:  

i. Mental anguish in the past; 

ii. Mental anguish in the future; 

iii. Pain and suffering in the past; 

iv. Pain and suffering in the future; and 

v. Loss of love, companionship, society, and comfort. 

 

C. Exemplary damages:  

Defendants’ conduct, as described above, constitutes the type of conduct for 

which exemplary damages may be awarded in that it is grossly negligent, 

and therefore Plaintiff seeks exemplary damages in an amount to be 

determined by the trier of fact. 

 

 JURY DEMAND 

 

 27. Plaintiff demands a jury trial and tenders the appropriate fee with this petition. 

 

PRAYER 

 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Homer Hancock, Individually and as next Friend of Braxlynn 

Sage Hancock, deceased, respectfully prays that Defendant Parker and Defendant Griffin be cited 

to appear and answer herein, and that upon a final hearing of the cause, judgment be entered for 

the Plaintiff against Defendants, jointly and severally, for damages in an amount within the 

jurisdictional limits of the Court; exemplary damages, as addressed to each Defendant per Section 

41.006, Chapter 41, Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code, excluding interest, and as allowed 

by Sec. 41.008, Chapter 41, Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code, together with pre-judgment 
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interest (from the date of injury through the date of judgment) at the maximum rate allowed by 

law; post-judgment interest at the legal rate, costs of court; and such other and further relief to 

which the Plaintiff may be entitled at law or in equity. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

LANGDONDAVIS, L.L.P. 

5904 Summerfield 

Texarkana, Texas 75503 

Tel.  (903) 223-3246 

Fax  (903) 223-5227 

 

By:  /s/ Brent M. Langdon       

Brent M. Langdon 

Texas Bar No. 11902250 

blangdon@ldatty.com  

Attorney for Plaintiff 
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